CLAIMS 

1 . A hand tool, comprising: 

first and second members, each having a jaw at one end and a handle at an opposite end, 
said members pivotable between an open position and a closed position; and 

a retainer for selectively maintaining said members in said closed position. 

2. The tool as recited in claim 1, wherein said retainer surrounds said members. 

3. The tool as recited in claim 1, wherein said retainer can travel from an inoperative 
position to an operative position in a direction from said jaws to said handles. 

4. The tool as recited in claim 3, wherein said retainer surrounds said handles when at said 
operative position. 

5. The tool as recited in claim 3, wherein said members rotate around a pivot pin, and said 
retainer resides adjacent said pivot pin when at said inoperative position. 

6. The tool as recited in claim 1, wherein said retainer is annular. 

7. The tool as recited in claim 6, wherein said retainer is a washer. 

8. A plier tool, comprising: 

first and second members, each having a jaw at one end and a handle at an opposite end; 
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a pivot pin connecting said members and enabling said members to pivot between an 
open position and a closed position; and 

a retainer for selectively maintaining said members in said closed position. 

9. The tool as recited in claim 8, wherein said plier tool is a needle nose plier tool. 

10. The tool as recited in claim 8, wherein said retainer surrounds said members. 

11. The tool as recited in claim 8, wherein said retainer can travel from an inoperative 
position to an operative position in a direction from said jaws to said handles. 

12. The tool as recited in claim 11, wherein said retainer surrounds said handles when at said 
operative position. 

13. The tool as recited in claim 11, wherein said retainer resides adjacent said pivot pin when 
at said inoperative position. 

14. The tool as recited in claim 8, wherein said retainer is annular. 

15. The tool as recited in claim 14, wherein said retainer is a washer. 

16. A method of securing a clamp to an object, comprising the steps of: 
providing an object; 
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providing a flexible clamp having two ends with a gap therebetween; 
placing said clamp on said object; 
providing a hand tool with a retainer thereon; 

actuating said tool to draw said ends of said clamp towards each other to produce a 
reduced gap therebetween; 

actuating said retainer to keep said reduced gap; 
providing a fastener; 

securing said ends together with said fastener; and 
releasing said tool from said clamp. 

17. The method as recited in claim 16, wherein said hand tool is a plier tool. 

18. The method as recited in claim 17, wherein said plier tool is a needle nose plier tool. 

19. The method as recited in claim 18, wherein said retainer is an annular element 
surrounding said tool. 

20. The method as recited in claim 16, wherein said object is a wire harness. 
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